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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Until recently, water management planning in the westtunities and would .satisfy the needs and objectives of the
Delta has focused primarily on installation of an overlandwest Delta.
water supply facility on Sherman Island. This/,acility, to be The primary pro-pose of the Sherman Island Wildlife
funded by the State Water Project, would adda~ss ¢m.ly theManagement Plan is to provide a range of wildlife manage-
water supply needs of the island. Wh.kle these needs a~e ira-meat opportunities that also effectively reduce subsidence.
portant, other issues and programs have also come intoThe alterniitives are designed to benefit a wide range of
focus and have reshaped and broadened the west Deltaspecies that use upland, wetland and riparian habitats and
planning perspective. A difficult agricultural economy m~dprovide recreational opportunities for hunting and viewing.
continuing problems of subsidence and le’,ge ~.z~.abillty c,aThe Plan provide~ a conceptual framework that addresses
Sherman Island have necessitated a more ~temtivet~ placement and distribution of cover types and general
planning approach, management guidelines that will maximize wildlife benefits

Ttds report describes a ~Idlife management plan ~s anwithin the coastraims of each alternative, rather than the
alternative land use for Sherman Island and presentsspecificdetaihofsoiiz’tdwatermanipulafiont.Thetiming
methods of implementation, Altering land use practices onand selection of specif~ management practices and the
Sherman Island as prol~3sed in the wildlife managementloc.atdo%amd extent of hunting have not b~n addres.sed be-
plan could provide up to 10,000 acres of managed wildlifecaw these decisi~ms ultimately depend on the objectives
and waterfowl habitat and also provide substantial floodset forth by the ~ratlng agencies. However, general
control benefits; added protection for Delta water quality;,provisions fox both constmaptive (e.g., hunting) and noncon-
recreation opporttmities; and water supply reliabiLity, to thesumpfive (e.g., viewing, etc.) activities have been included.
State Water Projea, Contra Costa Canal and Central Val- The Sherman/s/tad Wildlife Management Plan consists
ley Project. of 2 main groups ot’~,~xttafives, plus a bas~ condition (over-

This wildlife management plan represents the thrust ofland facility) for comparison (Table 1). These alternatives
the West Delta Water Management Program, one of threewere formalated through discussions with persomael of the
major planning efforts by the Department ot’Water Resour-Califortfia Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) and the
ces in the north, south and west Delta. The wildlife manage-California Department of Water Resources (DWR). As the
meat plan has many purposes, with a broad range o/" inter-Sherman Island Management Plan was developed, 4 major
ests and benefits. As such, it prosSdes cost-sharing oppor-considerations that cotstantly influenced location and the

D?e of developments were 1) an emphasis on development
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TaD~ 2. Re~l~ De.fits I0 recr~aJK~l, up~n~ ~ n~ h~, ~l~ ~ ~ su~Ja~ ~ M~ ~l~ ~ ~ lhe ~lal~e m~agemenl ~

L’p~ ~ Su~:de~

A~cmat~/~ Feat~ R~n ~b~ ~b~ ~ntm~

I Ba~ condition + + + +
(~Hand plan)

II Man~ ~ p~
a Mana~ a~ltu~ + + + + +
bFallo~ ++ ++ + ++++

III Wet~nd man~m p~

Additional P~ F~
Mitigation ban~ng Variable Variable Variable Va~able
Ph~dplanning + to ++++ + to ++++ + to ++++ + + to ++++
Nonpmje~ ~e ~habili~tio~a NA NA NA + + + +
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